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If we are going to bring our budget deficit
into balance, which will be good for all of us,
if we are going to have to over a period of
years cut back on expenditures that the Govern-
ment used to make, that makes it even more
important for people who do go out into the
private sector and work full-time, play by the
rules, and want to make their own way without
public assistance, to be rewarded for that work.
This is a huge issue.

One other thing I want to say that must be
done this year: The Secretary of Labor has taken
the initiative in trying to consolidate a lot of
these various job-training programs into a fund
from which you can get a check or a voucher,
if you're unemployed or underemployed, to take
to the local community college or the training
institution of your choice to get permanent re-
education opportunities for a lifetime. And we
ought to do that.

I'd like to close by introducing someone who
was a working woman, who was a particular
influence in my life at an early time. The people
who sponsored this event invited me to pick
someone to participate, and so I picked this
person. Lonnie Luebben was my 11th grade
honors English teacher. And I believe that I
was in the first class she taught, but anyway,
she looked awful young at the time—I[laugh-
terl—and she still does. She had a remarkable
way of making literature come to life. And one
of the most memorable trips I ever took in
my life—TI still remember—it was the first time
I ever went to the wild mountains of the Ozarks
in north Arkansas, along the river that was the

first river Congress, over 20 years ago, set aside
in the national wild rivers act. They thought
it was the wildest of all the rivers in the United
States. [Laughter] And we explored caves that
still had ammunition stored from the Civil War.
We talked to mountain people who had never
been more than 20 miles away from home. It
was one of the most remarkable experiences I
have ever had. She taught me a great deal about
American folklore and literature and life. And
just before we walked out here, she gave me
a contribution for the time capsule, the textbook
with which she taught our class so many years
ago.

So if you will forgive me, I would like to
close this event by asking my teacher to come
up here and accept my thanks for being a work-
ing woman over 30 years ago. Thank you very
much.

Again, let me thank American Home Prod-
ucts. Let me thank all of you for coming. Let
me thank Congresswoman Eddie Bernice John-
son. And I've just been told that Congress-
woman Lynn Woolsey is also here somewhere;
thank you. There she is, the heroine of the
State of the Union Address.

I thank you all. Please stay around. Have a
good time. We're delighted to see you. Good-
bye. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:38 p.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House, at a 75th anni-
versary celebration of the Department of Labor’s
Women’s Bureau.

Message on the Observance of Armed Forces Day, 1995

May 19, 1995

Every year on this day our citizens join in
honoring you, the men and women who wear
our nation’s uniform. You risk your very lives
to defend the liberties we hold dear. Americans
everywhere recognize your dedication and pro-
fessionalism, and all of us feel profound respect,
pride, and appreciation for our Armed Forces.

As we commemorate the fiftieth anniversary
of the Allied victory in World War II, everyone
on Earth should pause to express heartfelt grati-
tude to those who fought and sacrificed in that

awful conflict. We do no greater honor to the
memory of those lost in World War II than
to continue their fight against tyranny and op-
pression everywhere.

Each of you has stood to carry on that fight
in this past year. You have been called to serve
in lands far from home. You have brought free-
dom and security to our friends and allies and
humanitarian aid to those in need. In Haiti,
you helped restore democracy; in the Persian
Gulf, you faced down the forces of aggression;

719



May 19 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1995

and in central Africa, you delivered lifesaving
food, water, and medicine. Throughout the year,
you maintained the security of our country at
home and at posts around the world.

Whether you serve in the Army, the Navy,
the Air Force, the Marine Corps, or the Coast
Guard, your standards of excellence and your

The President’s Radio Address
May 20, 1995

Good morning. Today the Secretary of the
Treasury, who oversees the Secret Service, will
announce that from now on the two blocks of
Pennsylvania Avenue in front of the White
House will be closed to motor vehicle traffic.

Pennsylvania Avenue has been routinely open
to traffic for the entire history of our Republic.
Through four Presidential assassinations and
eight unsuccessful attempts on the lives of Presi-
dents, it’s been open. Through a civil war, two
world wars, and the Gulf war, it was open. But
now it must be closed. This decision follows
a lengthy review by the Treasury Department,
the Secret Service, and independent experts, in-
cluding distinguished Americans who served in
past administrations of both Democratic and Re-
publican Presidents.

This step is necessary in the view of the Di-
rector of the Secret Service and the panel of
experts to protect the President and his family,
the White House itself, all the staff and others
who work here, and the visitors and distin-
guished foreign and domestic guests who come
here every day.

The Secret Service risk their lives to protect
the President and his family. For 130 years,
they have stood watch over the people and the
institutions of our democracy. They are the best
in the world at what they do. Though I am
reluctant to accept any decision that might in-
convenience the people who work or visit our
Nation’s Capital, I believe it would be irrespon-
sible to ignore their considered opinion or to
obstruct their decisions about the safety of our
public officials, especially given the strong sup-
porting voice of the expert panel.

Clearly, this closing is necessary because of
the changing nature and scope of the threat
of terrorist actions. It should be seen as a re-
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selfless service are models for all Americans.
I am proud to salute you for your many extraor-
dinary accomplishments.

BiLL CLINTON

NoOTE: Armed Forces Day was observed on May
20.

sponsible security step necessary to preserve our
freedom, not part of a long-term restriction of
our freedom.

First, let me make it clear that T will not
in any way allow the fight against domestic and
foreign terrorism to build a wall between me
and the American people. I will be every bit
as active and in touch with ordinary American
citizens as I have been since I took office. Penn-
sylvania Avenue may be closed to cars and
trucks, but it will remain open to the people
of America. If you want to visit the White
House, you can still do that just as you always
could, and I hope you will. If you want to have
your picture taken out in front of the White
House, please do so. If you want to come here
and protest our country’s policies, you are still
welcome to do that as well. And now you will
be more secure in all these activities because
it will be less likely that you could become an
innocent victim of those who would do violence
against symbols of our democracy.

Closing Pennsylvania Avenue to motor vehi-
cles is a practical step to protect against the
kind of attack we saw in Oklahoma City, but
I won't allow the people’s access to the White
House and their President to be curtailed. The
two blocks of Pennsylvania Avenue in front of
the White House will be converted into a pedes-
trian mall. Free and public tours will continue
as they always have. For most Americans, this
won’t change much beyond the traffic patterns
here in Washington. For people who work in
Washington, DC, we will work hard to reroute
the traffic in cooperation with local officials in
the least burdensome way possible.

Now let’s think for a minute about what this
action says about the danger terrorism poses
to the openness of our society or to any free
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